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Dear St Peter’s Old Boys
Welcome to the second edition of
the St Peter’s First Fifty, a newsletter
dedicated to the Old Boys of the
Broadhurst, Thornton and Parr
years. I must confess that it has been
a struggle to find the right words
to introduce the newsletter, as the
world reels from the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis. There is no
doubt in my mind that every human
being on earth will be affected in
some way over the coming months.
It is at times like this that we are
forced to take stock and reflect on
our values and priorities individually,
and collectively as a school.
For me, our School’s motto Structo
Saxo serves as an inspiration and
guiding light. It gives a sense of
comfort knowing that St Peter’s has
endured and thrived for 84 years
since Arthur Broadhurst first opened
the gates to the School. Some of those
pre and post-war years at St Peter’s
were not easy. There were rations and
food shortages, and many boys were
only able to go home in the holidays
to visit their families. And this has not
been St Peter’s first lockdown. During
the height of the polio epidemic, Mr
Broadhurst and his team locked the
school gates for a whole term, and
no-one was allowed in or out.
Currently at St Peter’s, we are trying to
restore some semblance of normality
in teaching and in daily life. But we
have had to make changes. Alumni
events up to the end of September
have been cancelled, along with our
iconic annual production of Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang, sports tournaments
and the Year 12/13 School Ball. It is a
bitterly disappointing time for those
Year 13 students who will be finishing
their school careers this year, and

who will not be able to participate
in school events next year. With
regards to the planned Distinguished
Alumni Awards Dinner, we will assess
and make a decision about it going
ahead in July. In the interim, please
continue nominating potential award
winners, and keep in contact with the
Advancement Office.
It is my sincerest hope that this
edition of the First Fifty brings you
some cheer and fond memories of
your school days. Please continue
sharing your memories with us, and
don’t hesitate to share feedback as
to what you would like to see in your
newsletters. St Peter’s alumni are an
integral part of the St Peter’s family,
and we want you to feel part our
community. We send you warmest
wishes in this time; look after
yourselves.

Sharon Roux
Director of Advancement
P: 07 827 9842 | M: 027 808 1936
email: sharonr@stpeters.school.nz
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Peter Parr
A Life Well Lived
28 December 1929 – 6 January 2020
By Ceri Parr
“There could be no higher tribute
to a lay person than the one we are
paying this afternoon,” said with a
warm smile by the Most Rev Sir David
Moxon, at the January 11 funeral of
Robert Peter Greenwood Parr, known
to all as Peter.
David Moxon went on to say Peter
would be held in the heart of St
Andrew’s Church with its’ ‘highest
respect.’
For 39 years, Peter volunteered his
time to the Diocese of Waikato and
Taranaki, and to the parish of St
Andrews as a Licensed Lay Minister,
liturgical leader and trainer, vestry
member,
Clergy
support,
and
confidant to many. He hung up his alb
in 2008 and became a Lay Officiant
Emeritus. However, he continued to
occupy his usual seat at St Andrews,
with wife Jeanne, then on his own, in
a wheelchair, until a week before he
died. To the end, he would beckon
the Vicar aside offering a private word
of advice after the service. And he
remained an essential part of the quiz
team at the Men’s Dinners, with his

quick wit, wide general knowledge,
and sense of humour!
Peter served Rotary at club,
district and international level
and as a District Governor. He
initiated and developed the Rotary
Friendship Exchange programme
and organised New Zealandwide fundraising for PolioPlus
laboratories in India.
His outstanding school leadership
at Aranui, Dilworth and St Peter’s,
gave way to equally committed
community and church service,
including
CAB,
SeniorNet,
Riverlea Theatre, and Rotary.
He was awarded the QSM in 2009
for services to the community.
He
and
Jeanne
extended
hospitality to so many in this
parish and town, and were
famous for their parties.
Their
home in Chaucer Street was a great
stopping off place for all of us adult
children and our families and we
had so many drinks and meals under
their flowering cherry trees, and long

talks late at night. He and Mum were
terribly affected by our sister’s death
and saddened by the various crises
in all our families, but he was always
kindly, generous and supportive, if a
little directive at times.
Peter’s children Ceri and Robert
live in Cambridge, while Steve lives
in Brisbane. Peter was loved and
respected by his eight grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren. One of
his grandchildren, Georgia, described
him as the oak tree from which
they all fell as acorns, and said their
grandfather had taught them the
power of knowledge, the value of
travel and the importance of family.
As Bishop Philip wrote in his Letter of
Recognition, presented in 2018, ‘Well
done, thou good and faithful servant.’

2

Blue Chickens and
Rose Show Winners
Excerpts from the 1979 Chronicles
Oliphant House Report – 1979
“……During the first term, trees were planted on one
side of the Oliphant House with the helpful hands of
members of Oliphant and the guidance that we received
from Mr Fitzgerald in the selection of the most suitable
plants – that was virtually needed! However, after special
guidance and attention that they needed in their early
stages of growth, two of them had the misfortune to be
prohibited from growing any further when a person ‘cuts
them to size’ with a large mower. Hopefully the rest will
live to grow unscathed.

Broadhurst House Report – 1979
“ …… 1979 has seen the arrival of
some tens of thousands of bees
in our House hives and under the
guidance of chief beekeeper Nick
Adams they should be producing
honey by next year. The Great
Paint War of ’79 will also be
written in the annuals of time
and will always be remembered,
especially the delicate job done
in painting the Oliphant House
chickens and their coop in a
matching blue.

The final term for many, (and the annual Waikato Rose
Show for Mr Fitzgerald!) is a pleasant term, but perhaps the
busiest. Examinations lay ahead of all, and the preparation
for the Rose Show was done with great enthusiasm and
gusto by some. The Rose Show has now become an annual
event for Oliphant and maybe all the guidance that these
plants received was not a complete waste of time, as
Oliphant won
three prizes –
a first, second,
and a third
in
different
categories……”

The construction business is booming and the vast
green grasslands of the Broadhurst House domain are
trembling in their roots. This year we have continued to
see Mr Hanna’s lifelong ambition to make motor mowers
obsolete by building concrete structures in all shapes and
forms…..”

Which Ms Swears
Did you know that St Peter’s had two Ms Swears? For
the uninitiated, it is a source of confusion as to how
Ms Swears could have started at St Peter’s in 1936, and
remained working there until 1991.
Sister GM Swears was matron from 1936 to 1947. She
had been a renowned theatre sister before bring her
skills to St Peter’s. She brought the school through
several epidemics, and was revered for her comforting
letters to worried parents and kind heart towards the
boys, which was often hidden
by a stern exterior.

Climbing Ngauruhoe
The hottest day I can remember,
Hotter than a burning ember,
We set our course up the tremendous slope,
Oh no, oh no, would we cope?
My first foot took a strong fast grip,
But broke away like a lemon pip,
My grip I fear, did not hold,
It slipped, I fell, I felt so bold,
As I fell I held out my hands,
And gripped the hard and stoney sands,
It took the strength of a mighty crane,
To haul myself on balance again,
And then the stinging grinding sands,
Caused pain to shoot and sear my hands,
Then I carefully glanced ahead,
Oh no, Oh no, I surely will be dead,
But oh no I kept on trying,
Even though I felt like dying,
Then I very carefully climbed,
Every step was perfectly timed,
Minutes went by very fast,
I looked ahead a screed “At Last”
- M A Spykerbos, ZA

In 1961 came Ms Frances
Swears (right), the niece of
Sister Swears. Ms Swears
taught at St Peter’s for thirty
years. She was also a rugby
and cricket coach, and an
accomplished play producer.
St Peter’s got three for the
price of one in Ms Swears. A
fun tale of her day is during
one rugby match, a parent from the opposing school
reprimanded her for shouting at the referee. Her
response was immediate – “Off the field boys”, and she
removed the St Peter’s team from the field.
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A Tribute to
St Peter’s
ANZAC’s

William Herbert Gould – 1936
The only Old Boy fatality from WW2, W H Gould can surely be hailed as a hero of whom the School can be proud.
The Chronicle of 1943 reads: Gould
was one of the original boys when the
school first started in 1936 and was
here for one year. He was outstanding
in work and games, being one of the
best bats the school has had. He won
the Boxing weight that year. He was a
Prefect and the school’s first Librarian.
From here he went on to New
Plymouth Boys’ High School where
he did excellently, distinguishing
himself especially at lawn tennis. On
the outbreak of war, Gould joined the
RNZAF and completed his training
in this country. In 1941 he went
overseas as a Sergeant Pilot and
after operational training in England,
received his commission.
He took part in many raids over
Europe as Captain of a Hampden
bomber and it was on one of these
that he was posted as missing. News
of his promotion to Flying Officer was
received shortly after and in May of
this year (1943), it was learned that he
had been killed at Saabrucken on 29
August 1942.

Most young men of his age
(including St Peter’s boys who left
1936-39) usually undertook a year of
training before seeing action. Prior
to mid-1944, it was unusual to be in
command of a modern aircraft and
with the rank of Flying Officer by the
age of only 20. Gould must have been
selected at an early age for Bomber
command (September 1942). Of all
the Hampdens built, almost half
(714) were operational losses and the
design was retired as unsuitable as
early as 1943.
Did that contribute to his demise? A
Hampden bomber was described as
no match for the new enemy fighters
and would be vulnerable from the
flak defending Saarbruken. Sent into
the heart of Industrial German with
a load of small bombs that, at best,
perhaps could spread alarm and
despondency but token damage?
The Hampden has been described as
“a beautiful aircraft to fly, but terrible
to fly in”. Aircrews referred to it as
the “Flying Suitcase” because of its
cramped crew conditions. The crew
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of four were seated within a fuselage
as wide as a fighter’s with a severely
compromised chance of survival if
shot down. The Pilot (Gould) had to
manipulate 111 items relating to the
instruments, the engines and bomb
switches.
In London, England, there is a statue of
bomber command possibly inspired
by a book on the crew of a Hampden
bomber, crashed 17 months prior
to William Gould’s last flight. The
book reads: “They came from widely
different backgrounds and from all
parts of the Commonwealth and
beyond. Each was well educated,
intelligent, fit and determined. All
had undergone long, detailed and
rigorous training which was itself
fraught with death and danger to
reach the point in their lives. Even in
1941 they were acutely aware that
the chances of survival were minimal;
the future was the next operation,
nothing further. Without doubt they
were brave young men at the peak of
their physical and mental powers.
Written by Ian Lackey

St Peter’s Old Boy – Ivan Sainty 1940-1942 by Ian Lackey
The Sainty family lived at the beach
end of our street, Sanders Avenue,
Takapuna (also the street of Smith
brothers, Peter (Head Boy 1955) and
younger Stuart) so I came to know
them all quite well, including Ivan’s
sister and only sibling, Shirley and
their black dog aptly named Sailor.
Ivan sometimes spoke with me about
St Peter’s as did Peter Smith so there
was a street generational connection
therefore with the school 1940-1956.
When I was researching (when
President of the Wellington branch
of the RNZNR Association), schools
once attended by those lost in HMS
Neptune, New Zealand’s worst wartime Naval Disaster, the six schools,
both Independent and State High
combined, came up with only one
name. However last of all I approached
Wellington High School, the former
Technical College and …!
Of course, the farmers who had led
Axis forces a merry chase over rough
terrain in Crete, Greece, or North
Africa, or Pilots flying over Yugoslavia,
Italy or Germany, in the closing stages
of WW2 may have once attended an

Independent or High School but a
ship such as the cruiser Neptune was
manned by Engineers, Plumbers,
Electricians, and many types of
artisans who would have attended
the country’s Technical Colleges:
Seddon in Auckland, Wellington,
Christchurch West High (now Hagley
High) and King’s High in Dunedin.
So, although some St Peter’s boys
went to those institutions of learning,
Bruce Allen and James Dawson in my
time, it would have been unusual for
a King’s College boy to join the Navy
at the bottom end.
But when at King’s in 1944, Ivan
Sainty could observe the war going
the way of the Allies so in order not
to miss out, he elected to join up… as
a Seaman Boy – the only opening for
a 16-year-old. Following what must
have been a hurried basic training
he was posted to the famous cruiser
Achilles, repaired from war damage
when in 1943 she had permanently
lost her X turret during enemy action
at Guadalcanal and had rejoined the
Allied fleets working in the Western
Pacific. She was assigned to intercept
enemy forces at Truk where Ivan
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received his baptism of fire. At the
surrender of all Japanese forces in
Tokyo Bay, Achilles represented the
Royal NZ Navy and one story had it
that Ivan actually witnessed… from
afar, the signalling of the surrender
documents on board USS Missouri.
Ivan elected to remain in the Navy
– and served in at least two RNZN
frigates during the Korean conflict.
I last saw him – on parade at HMNZS
Philomel, the Devonport naval base
resplendent in his No. 1 whites at a
review by Earl Mountbatten in 1956
and we had shortly before met up at
the Inter-ship athletic sports. As he
would have then been aged about 26,
and although I understand remained
in the RNZN for some time afterwards,
somebody else may be able to fill
details of his post Navy career.
Fondly remembers…
Ian Lackey
North Canterbury
lackey@amuri.net

Old Boy Memoirs

Marty L Seifert: St Peter’s 1966–69 / Red House)
Reflections Through Fifty Years of
Fog and Puberty’s Angst
I arrived through the St Peter’s (STP)
gates in January 1966 as an 8 year old,
into a totally unfamiliar New Zealand
rural oasis after being born in Iraq, and
then having all my years to that point
being spent in Accra and Damascus.
After an initial traumatic caning
for accessing the fruit from the
school orchard (now the main senior
classroom zone), life settled into sport
and fresh Waipa air. Connecting with
my rural classmates took some time,
as the Tigris River gave one a very
different world perspective to what
the Waikato River offered behind the
STP farm. We rotated through the 4
dorms within the now School House
dorms, though I was not too stressed
about getting a heavy cold to enable
enjoying Matron’s TLC in sickbay
upstairs, away from the hustle of daily
life around school. A later health and
safety issue, I recall, came on during
Urewera camp time when I was
placed on a horse blanket in a hut,
bringing on a major asthma attack,
however, although the memory now
remains clouded, I obviously lived on!
Highlights included a term of cricket,
term of rugby and term of hockey, with
vibrant Chapel singing (Guyton Wells
in charge), Swimming and Athletics
Days holding major focus each year.
Saturday evening entertainment
(without the cyber links of today)
was in dressing gowns sitting on the
gym floor watching the ‘old’ movies
whirling around on large spools of
celluloid carefully threaded by David
Thornton. He was also the catalyst
for amazing ‘Fair Days” with coconut
shy stalls and all sorts of gadgets
that Mr Thornton had created to add
that sense of excitement to rural life.
Memorable home communications
included a rare phone call on Mark
Hanna’s Housemaster study phone,
as I attempted to hear the breaking
up voices of my parents living in
Damascus (Syria) during the 1967 War

Marty - Front row, second from the left.

between Israel and Syria over The
Golan Heights. “Everything’s all right,
dear” (an early candidate for a Tui Ad:
‘Yeah Right’)! Those early morning
swims running down the bank to the
pool (now buried under the Library)
sans clothing and those after lunch
compulsory rests (read, sleep - no
talk!!) on our beds before afternoon
activities.
Creative highlights included playing
Chief Weasel in Toad of Toad Hall;
being removed from school choir
after choosing to go cricket training
instead of choir practice, and being
proud of delivering a well-received
sermon in Chapel as a Year 8 final
year School Prefect reflecting if I recall
right, about caring for others and
using my ‘bigger’ younger brother,
Richard as the example. Another
memory is being captivated by the
delayed black and white coverage on
the school’s TV of Neil Armstrong’s
historic stroll on the moon in July
1969.
It has been a great pleasure to have
met up with Francois Swears and
Mark Hanna in more recent years
and now having been back at STP
for 13 years as a staff member ( Social
Sciences / Pastoral Dean) as well
as being a recent parent of Alumni
Hana-Rae and Tim. My school reports
make interesting and prophetic
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reading from the boy into the man.
My ‘Writing’ report of Christmas Term
1967: (still an issue as those students
of mine over the years have had to
deal with!) – “When he makes the
effort this (his writing) is reasonable –
normally it is appalling.”
I was sad to witness the last chestnut
tree being taken down this year
by the cricket pavilion (as it was a
presence back in the 60’s) but to be
able to walk and connect on Owl Rock
with today’s students on the faded
memories and experiences of my
youth is something that I’ll always be
grateful for. ‘Structa Saxo’ in my case,
shaped on the rock, with views and
space to grow is still as powerful and
special as ever. Regards to all whom I
had the pleasure to grow with during
those formative years.
Last words from my Headmaster
David Thornton: (Trinity Term 1969) :
”As Head of House (Red), he is doing
a splendid job; he has reputation
for being just and firm, while at the
same time displaying a good sense
of humour.” If the same can still be
said of me, after a gap of 50 years,
now in the Lead Dean role as Head
of Thornton (Red) House, then I can
be well satisfied and thankful to St.
Peter’s for that grounding, guidance
and opportunity.
Marty Seifert

Did You Know

The Origins of the Bevan Cup
The Bevan Cup, an iconic music prize at St Peter’s, was first
presented to the school at the beginning of May 1937, by
Mr Temple Bevan. Mr Temple Bevan was the father of MGM
Bevan, otherwise known as Number 1 – the first boy ever
on the School’s register. The Bevan Cup was initially given
for performances by pairs of boys in such combinations as
“Violin and Piano” or “Vocal Duet”. Nowadays the Bevan
Cup is awarded to the Prep student (Y7/Y8) student who
achieves the highest aggregate marks in the Bevan
Cup competition.. By 1940, out of a school roll of 79, 32
boys were learning to play the piano, 16 the violin, and
3 the cello. One of the early Bevan Cup winners, David
Farquhar (1928–2007) graduated from St Peter’s in 1941.
David went on to become a very distinguished composer,
composing well over 100 pieces of music. He was awarded
the Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit for his
services to music. He always credited his love of music to
his years at St Peter’s.
Not Our First Lockdown
The 1937 Chronicle Headmaster’s report starts with
information about the isolation of St Peter’s School due to
the 1937 polio epidemic.
“in accordance with medical advice that was given to
us, we eventually went into complete isolation at 6pm
on Tuesday April 20th. This precautionary measure was
maintained until the end of the First Term which was
Tuesday May 11th. The life of the school was normal during
this time, the only visible signs of our lack of touch with
the outside world being the barriers erected at the gates
and the almost complete absence of motor traffic on our
drive....
... we were like a castle in a state of siege during which we
suffered no casualties – but grew very long hair.”
The 1947 polio epidemic closed all schools for over FOUR
months late in the year and Broadhurst regrets the
cancellation of swimming sports and inability to hold
prize-giving.
The First Girls at St Peter’s
It is commonly thought that girls came to St Peter’s
in 1987, but actually, one of St Peter’s living Foundation
pupils is a girl, Elisabeth Boag (nee Luscombe). To quote
Elisabeth “when she left St Peter’s to go to a state school,
she got into terrible trouble for only wanting to play with
the boys”.
And then in the 1970’s, we had Nicky Thornton and
Annabelle Coles. Finally to be followed by girls in 1987.
The decision to move to co-education was a hurried
one, evidenced by the fact that there were no ablution
facilities for the girls. Eventually the “Purple Parlour” was
built, which also served as a common room for the girls.
Some of the boys had no idea of how to interact with the
girls – they punched them on the arm as they would their
mates. Eventually the one-metre rule was imposed.

Spotlight on St Peter’s Old Boys
in the Fight against COVID-19

Graham Malaghan, who attended
St Peter’s from 1953-1957, is the
Chairperson of New Zealand’s
internationally
renowned
biomedical research institute, the
Malaghan Institute. The Institute’s
key focus areas include cancer,
asthma, brain health and infectious
diseases. Given its expertise in
infectious diseases, the Malaghan
Institute is playing a leading role
in combatting COVID-19 in New
Zealand, advocating for a national
response to vaccine development
and participating in the global
research effort to better understand
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Malaghan Institute originated
in 1966 when the Wellington
division of the Cancer Society and
the Wellington Medical Research
Foundation established a fund for
medical research. Graham’s father,
Len Malaghan, was diagnosed
with Hodgkin’s disease in 1962, and
his treatment exposed him to the

benefits of new cancer drug research.
His experience was so formative
in demonstrating the benefits of
undertaking medical research in New
Zealand that the Malaghans decided
to make a difference. Following their
success in transforming a small milk
bar in Wellington into a global icecream producer which we know today
as Tip Top Ice-Cream, the Malaghans
made a donation of General Foods
Corporation (NZ) Limited shares
worth $200,000 to the Fund in 1967.
When Graham’s father passed away
at the age of 61, the family went on
to make further generous donations,
and the Fund eventually became
known as the Malaghan Institute in
1987.
Both Graham and older brother
Neil (St Peter’s 1947-1951) have
gone on to serve the legacy of their
parents. Graham is the longstanding
Chairperson of the Malaghan Institute,
and in 2012 was awarded Order of
New Zealand Merit for services to

Medical Research and Philanthropy.
Neil worked at Tip Top for over 30
years, and was instrumental in the
development of popular brands such
as Trumpet.
St
Peter’s
celebrates
and
acknowledges the achievements of
alumni Graham and Neil Malaghan

Students embrace online learning
Facing unchartered territory during
the COVID-19 lockdown didn’t deter
St Peter’s students yesterday from
embracing a new approach to
teaching, utilising online platforms
such as Google Classroom and
Hangouts.
With the Government announcement
that all schools must now go into

lockdown, St Peter’s closed its’ doors
on 24 March for on-site learning.
Teaching via online platforms began
on 25 March and continued through
to the conclusion of Thursday 9th
April. The school then began the
Easter and holiday break.
The Management team worked hard
to ensure all students remained
engaged and that is the reason they
chose to continue learning, rather
than closing for an extended school
holiday break. Fortunately they were
organised, all students had devices
and were Independent. This meant
they could do what was best for the
learning of the students.
Developing a wellbeing tool-kit and
a fitness tool-kit for the students to
8

use during this time, proved popular.
Students
posted
their
on-line
learning experiences to share across
the school communication channels.
A great motivational and connector
tool for the whole school community.
Head of Science Oliver Alini, had this
to say during his Year 9 class - “This
is fantastic – I currently have all our
Year 9 students working on individual
tasks that I can monitor and give
feedback on, all are simultaneously
on Hangouts, so I can give them
prompts and move on to the next
task. This is almost better than in a
real classroom. Will definitely change
teaching practice for the better.”

Giving the Gift of Education
Sir Noel Robinson gives back to the
school that set him on his course. St
Peter’s has a special place in many
Alumni’s hearts, but Sir Noel is quite
the exception.
Fortunate enough to attend as a
boarder during Arthur Broadhurst’s
tenure, the school and headmaster
nurtured his love of creating things.
He joined all the extra-curricular
groups that the school provided –
Meccano, Photography and Model
Yacht Clubs as well as escapades on
the Dairy Farm.
With undiagnosed Dyslexia, Sir
Noel was struggling at his former
primary school. His parents invested
in his education by sending him to
St Peter’s in Cambridge, where the
smaller class size of 10 boys, enabled
a more focused education. Boarding
from the age of 8 to 13 years, he saw
Broadhurst has a father figure who at
times offered Noel personal tutorage
for his English, enabling him to
maintain a good level of learning.
Sir Noel’s career after school is
nothing short of inspirational - he
went on to complete a Fisher & Paykel
Engineering
cadetship,
founded
his own manufacturing business Robinson Industries, and undertook
property developments at Highbrook
Industrial Estate in Auckland and
Paraparaumu Airport in Wellington.

Given most of Sir Noel’s business
opportunities occurred in South
Auckland, he wanted to create
something
that
the
wider
community could benefit from, as a
way of acknowledging the wonderful
support shown to him when starting
out. The Vodafone Events Centre idea
was born. He and his trust colleagues
went on to raise over 100 million
dollars and the venue now hosts
over 60,000 local children annually,
offering free education in a wide
range of extra-curricular subjects,
from cultural learning to kayaking. It
doesn’t stop there, plans to continue
developing the site are underway to
add another feature that broadens
the experiences available to the local
and wider communities.
Low decile education has always been
a focus of his philanthropic interests
and through the Sir Woolf Fisher
Charitable Trust, many education
opportunities have been awarded
to University, teaching, primary and
secondary school recipients.
Sir Noel has now returned to the school
where it all started and established
the Sir Noel Robinson Enhanced
Learning Scholarship Fund, enabling

But his true love has been his
philanthropic endeavours. Sir Noel
was, and still is very involved in the
ongoing development of South
Auckland’s Vodafone Events Centre,
Vector Wero Whitewater Park, Sir
Woolf Fisher Charitable Trust and
numerous other boards he serves on
both past and present. In recognition
of his remarkable ventures, Sir Noel
was awarded the inaugural St Peter’s
Distinguished Alumni Award in 2018,
along with Sir Vaughan Jones and
Nick Mowbray.

9

a student with some learning
challenges to attend St Peter’s, for
the period of their secondary school
education.
The worthy recipient
commenced at St Peter’s in term 1
2020 and is thriving in the nurturing,
supportive environment.
Sharon Roux, Director of Advancement
says “she loves advocating for children
not as privileged as others and it
adds meaning to her career and life.”
A sentiment Sir Noel agrees with,
having made such a difference in so
many young lives in New Zealand.

A THANK YOU NOTE FROM ONE OF
OUR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS TO
A SCHOLARSHIP DONOR

Dear Murray Melville,
I’m going to be honest, last year was my biggest
and hardest challenge yet and sitting here now
knowing that I didn’t quit or didn’t give up makes
me proud of myself for the first time in a long time.
The challenges I went through were physical and
mental and yes I still have these challenges but the
difference between then and now is the teachings
I took from the experiences last year. I am able to
learn to become stronger and more resilient and
I know I couldn’t have done it without the support
from the school. You have provided me with
support I have now, the gratitude I have for you is
unbelievable I am very thankful for the support you
have given me.

2021
Priority
Admission
for Siblings
& Alumni

Now I am still pushing myself academically and
in sports, the bump in my road has made me
stronger and more eager to accomplish my goals
and aspirations with this the school has also
supported me. Academically they have helped
me in choosing the best subjects for what I want
to study in university which is Psychology. In sports
they have supported me and my injuries and the
comeback into more sports. I have joined P.E.P
(Performance Excellence Program) which is a
group that focuses on your specific code and
positions. I have also joined basketball and touch
which I haven’t done since Year 9 because of injury.
But what I’m most excited and eager to do again is
football and this year is a big year for my football.

We now invite applications for
the 2021 priority admission of
siblings of St Peter’s students
and the children of
St Peter’s Alumni.

To this day I am still extremely thankful to be here,
I am thankful for all the support this school, you,
my family and friends have given me. Looking at
myself now and when I first started as a student
here at St Peter’s makes me feel proud, you have
helped me keep resilient through the hard times
and have helped me grow.

To apply email:
Director of Admissions
Claire Pollock
clairep@stpeters.school.nz

Thank you Murray for all the support, I hope to hear
back from you soon.
Thank you,
Year 12 Student
2020
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Appeal for the St Peter’s
Foundation Student Hardship Fund
There are a number of St Peter’s families that have been badly impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. We expect
this number to rise. The School is providing what support it can through central resources, and the St Peter’s
Foundation has pledged to make a significant sum available to assist the School through the crisis. The St Peter’s
Alumni Committee is also rising to the challenge by offering to match, dollar for dollar, all donations made by
Alumni to the St Peter’s Foundation Student Hardship Fund. We acknowledge that this is a difficult time for many,
but EVERY GIFT HELPS. Through the provision of temporary hardships grants to cover the next three to six months,
we are hoping to keep as many students as possible stable in their education, sustaining their deep bonds of
friendship and community.
We cannot emphasise enough how parent, grandparent and alumni financial support in the past has enabled
St Peter’s to offer the gift of education more broadly than we otherwise would have been able to do. Please join us
in sustaining this tradition, particularly at this extraordinary time. Students who are at the heart of our mission, will
benefit.

I wish to make a donation to the St Peter’s Foundation Student Hardship Fund, that will operate in accordance
with the guidelines outlined on the St Peter’s Foundation website.
www.stpetersfoundation.org.nz/terms-and-conditions/
The fund is to be operated by the St Peter’s School Foundation and donations and/or bequests
made qualify for membership of the Foundation.
Please complete the details below and you will receive a receipt and acknowledgement of any donation.
Donations made qualify for tax rebates of 33% as per the current New Zealand Tax Legislation.
Full Name..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Full Postal Address..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Phone number..................................................................................................

Mobile.........................................................................................................

Email.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Payment Options (please tick your preferred choice
Internet Banking - St Peter’s School Account 03-1568-0452055-000

Ref: Full name + Scholarship Fund

Cheque enclosed for $.............................. (cheques to be made payable to St Peter’s School)
Credit Card Please charge my credit Card $......................................... VISA / MASTER CARD (circle one)
Name on Card: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Card No: ……..…………..……..……..… / ………..………………....…….. / …………………..……....…….. / ………………..……..…..……..
Expiry Date:

……… /……..

Signature: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Make a gift online at www.stpetersfoundation.org.nz

Post Form to:
St Peter’s School Foundation, Private Bag 884, Cambridge 3450, NZ. Attn: Sharon Roux
For further information, or to make a gift in your will, please feel free to contact the
Director of Advancement, Sharon Roux.
Email: sharonr@stpeters.school.nz
Tel: +64 7 8279842
Mob: 027 808 1936
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A Bottled Blue Ruru
After three years of hard work, the
first variety of wine from the St Peter’s
vineyard - Blue Ruru Pinot Gris, has
been bottled and delivered to the
school. Although tempting to pour a
tipple in the sunshine now, the wine
needs at least six months in the bottle
before tasting can be undertaken. The
grapes were picked in March this year
and over the last 9 months Forbidden
Fruit Winery in the Karangahake
Gorge have worked to turn our fruit
into 46 bottles of exclusive wine.
Although excited to see the final
product of his brainchild, St Peter’s
HOD Agriculture/Horticulture - Mike
Kilgour said the vineyard is all about
authentic learning for students
rather than the final product. In the
three years since planting, students
have been involved with pruning
and training the vines, leaf plucking,
checking and identifying pests
and diseases, using a Brix meter to
calculate sugar levels and picking
the fruit. Senior Chemistry students
undertook titrations to determine
the pH of the wine and the amount
of tartaric acid in the fruit. These
decisions determined the picking
date.

helping to establish the vineyard
and then maintain it. The Johnson
and Thorpe families from Gisborne
have been very generous in terms of
support and advice and the St Peter’s
Parents’ Association donated funds
for an irrigation system that proved
vital to the success of the vines. A
thank you must also go to staff and
students who were a huge help when
the rush was on to harvest the grapes.
It is Mike’s hope for the vineyard
that students enjoy the experience
of working with the grapes and
encourage them to think about
viticulture/oenology as a career
choice, even if they are not yet old
enough to taste the fruits of their
labour.

The wine label too has been an
authentic learning experience for
students with Joanna Li (Year 10) and
Shannon Trebes (Year 13) creating the
Blue Ruru design, from conception to
print, with guidance from St Peter’s
Graphics Teacher - Mike Demler and
Graphic Designer - Kath Carmody.
Ruru is the Maori name for our native
owl – the morepork, thus nodding
to the St Peter’s Owl and the higher
wisdom, learning, inner knowing and
magic it proudly represents.
Many people have been involved with
seeing this project through from
seedling to bottle. Principal Dale
Burden and senior management have
been supportive and encouraging at
all times. Geoff Clarke - Head Gardener
and his team have worked tirelessly
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St Peter’s in Lockdown
Over the two months of the COVID-19 Lockdown, St Peter’s continued to engage their community
via Facebook, Youtube and the Weekly Newsletters.
Below are a few photos of that journey.

Mrs O’Sullivan re-enacting the
Lion King story as part of her
drama teaching during Lockdown

Alumni campaign

It’s not often you see the gates
closed at St Peter’s

During Lockdown International Student
Chanakarn Utaka (Aiko) was staying with
Dhanya Milan and created this work of art

Students happy to be back on
the St Peter’s campus at the end
of May

St Peter’s Parents’ Association
producing cards and gifts as
a thank you to staff on return
to school
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School News
Monster Conversations Launch
St Peter’s are thrilled to launch their
very own St Peter’s Wellbeing tool
- Monster Conversations, helping
generate
conversations
around
wellbeing!
These have been illustrated by ex St
Peter’s student Sian Winmill who has
an incredible gift of creativity! This
strength was identified last year in her
design class and Deputy Principals
Yevette Williams and Jess Patrick
have worked together alongside Sian
and her mother Renee, to create
Monster Conversations.
See the
introductory video here
We wanted to create a tool for
parents and staff to be able to have
conversations
around
wellbeing

situations, feeling and emotions and
come up with positive solutions.
We know that sometimes, it is really
difficult to have these conversations
and you may be frustrated by not
having a “better conversation or
getting anywhere”, we feel these
cards will help!
The cards are a starting point to
prompt and then build conversations.
Monsters
are
not
scary
and
conversations around challenges or
situations do not need to be scary.
Conversations need to flow. We are
fortunate to have this tool developed
at this time as we know that students
are at a range of stages and are
experiencing feelings due to the
recent events, so talking through

their wellbeing is crucial to help them
survive and thrive.
To help raise awareness for tourettes,
Sian has had a film company follow
her over the past year. The film
company have made an additional
series to show the development
of
Sian
designing
Monster
Conversations and the process over
the past 6 months.
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If
you
would
like
to
order
your own set, please contact
jessicap@stpeters.school.nz
or
himonsterconversations@gmail.com.
$23.00. A percentage of all sales will
go towards Tourettes New Zealand.

St Peter's, Cambridge presents the Youth Production

Director
Renate O’Sullivan
Musical Director
Sam Cleaver

Choreographer
Rhiannon Thomas

Book by
Robert L Freedman & Faye Greenberg

Based on a Disney Channel Original Movie written by Dan Berendsen and Karin Gist & Regina Hicks
and on characters created by Karin Gist & Regina Hicks and Julie Brown & Paul Brown
Songs by
Adam Watts & Andy Dodd; Kara DioGuardi & Mitch Allan; Matthew Gerrard & Robbie Nevil; Dapo Torimiro & Lyrica Anderson; Antonina Armato, Tim James & Thomas Sturges; Toby Gad, Lyrica
Anderson & Kovasciar Myvette; Antonina Armato, Tim James, Aaron Dudley & Steve Rushton; Jamie Houston; Adam Anders, Nikki Hassman & Peer Astrom; Kara DioGuardi & Greg Wells
Music Adapted, Arranged, Orchestrated and Produced by David Lawrence
Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International (Australasia).
All performance materials supplied by Hal Leonard Australia
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Alumna Graduates from Yale During Lockdown
Arianna Lord, St Peter’s Alumna
from 2011-2015, graduated from Yale
University on the 18th of May. With
traditional graduation ceremonies
postponed due to COVID-19, Arianna
was able to celebrate her success
from her home in Cambridge.
A borrowed graduation cloak from
Mr Burden (St Peter’s Executive
Principal), and a cap made of black
paper, some tape, and wool helped
to make the official conferral of her
degree a bit more real. Normally
Yale graduation is a whole weekend
event, spanning from Saturday to
Monday with speeches, lunches,
and ceremonies, concluding with
conferral of degrees on Monday. In
place of disruptions this year many
of the speeches were recorded and
released online.
“I was looking forward to being able
to celebrate on campus with my
family, some of who would have
been visiting for the first time. I am
so thankful for the support of my
family, friends, and mentors, so it is

a little disappointing not to be able
to celebrate my achievements all
together in New Haven. However, it
is clear that New Zealand is the best
place to be right now, so I am grateful
that I can celebrate safely with my
family here.”

Arianna graduates with a Bachelor of
Science in Geology and Geophysics,
concentrating in Geobiology and
Paleobiology. She also received the
Yamanaka Prize for her Senior Thesis.
August Arianna plans to return to
the U.S. for further studies to pursue
a PhD. in Evolutionary Biology at
Harvard University. Congratulations
Arianna!

Former Head Girl Secures Scholarship To Washington
Tall Ferns guard and former St Peter’s
Head Girl, Charlisse Leger-Walker
has accepted a scholarship to play
basketball at Washington State
University, joining older sister Krystal.

her sister and
1988
Olympic
gold medalist
Ethridge,
was
hard to refuse.

The 18-year-old from St Peter’s School
in Cambridge signed her letter of
intent, accepting the offer of a full
scholarship to attend the Pac-12
school, where she will play under
coach Kamie Ethridge and against
some of the best women’s teams in
the country.

“Throughout the entire
recruiting process, there were a lot
of schools that really appealed to me,
whether it was because of basketball,
academia, the campus or the people,”
she says.
Charlisse
wants
to
study
environmental science and business,
with the goal of merging the two
fields together.

Attending university is the latest
step in Charlisse’s promising career,
which saw her become the youngest
player to represent the women’s
national team, aged 16, at the 2018
Commonwealth Games. Several US
colleges were interested in her, but
the opportunity to play alongside
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www.stpetersalumni.org.nz
www.facebook.com/stpetersalumni
alumni@stpeters.school.nz
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